
   HLSC   FONT & Flame 
 
 
 

THE  JOURNAL OF 

THE HISTORICAL 

LIGHTING SOCIETY 

OF CANADA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
 

               
            Founded in 1981 

 

Double Issue 

Volumes 16 & 17 

2015-2016 

 

 

    

 
An Annotated Olio of Old (Mostly 

Miniature) Oil Lamp Ephemera 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

N ight L ight 

The Miniature Lamp 
Collectors Club 

Special Edition 

Produced Jointly by 

the HLSC and the Night Light Club 



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Lighting Society of Canada Executive 
 

President   Jay Kivell, 519-599-5970, jaykivell@rogers.com 

    PO Box 396, Thornbury ON N1H 2P0 

Vice-president   

Program Director  Joe Barton, 705-653-4267, jbarton@personainternet.com 

Secretary    Ed Tonna, 705-429-1678, ed.tonna@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer    David Smuck, 519-656-2889, smuckd@sympatico.ca 

Membership Secretary Beverly Head, 416-292-8597 

Publicity Director  Dianne Morris, 613-472-5504, d-dmorris@xplornet.ca 

Members at large  Jack Germa, 416-724-0703, germajack@gmail.com 

    Linda Chalmers, 905-774-4071, pinkribbons43@aol.com 

    Nancy Taylor, 905 309-9818, nancytaylor@cogeco.ca 

New Member Liaison  Joan Leman, 416-225-2163, jo.le@sympatico.ca 

    Dianne Morris, 613-472-5504, d-dmorris@xplornet.ca 

Publications committee Val Lister, 613-692-2155, listers@rogers.com 

    David Holzchuh, 519-884-8940, dholzschuh@sympatico.ca 

Club Historian  Cam Kenny, 613-376-3804, bckenny@personainternet.com 

Contact Editor  Gwen Chvalevich, 905-473-6560, 

gchvalevich@xplornet.com 

Font and Flame Editor Barry Schwartz, 908-996-6282, bkschwartz@att.net 

Past President  Tom Logan, 613-395-0867, t.logan@bell.net 

 
While members are encouraged to deal directly with any member of the executive, 

please send membership renewals and meeting registrations 

(payable to the Historical Lighting Society of Canada) directly to 

     

    David Smuck 

    HLSC Treasurer 

    1481 Line 43 Perth East  

    New Hamburg, Ontario, 

    Canada N3A 3Z3

 
Club Website   www.historical-lighting.org  

Club Mailbox   Huntingwood Postal Outlet 

    P.O. Box 30009 

    2355 Warden Ave., 

    Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

    M1T 0A1 

 

mailto:pinkribbons43@aol.com
mailto:jo.le@sympatico.ca
mailto:listers@rogers.com
mailto:t.logan@bell.net


 3 

 All contents © Historical Lighting Society of Canada and authors.  Except as 

permitted under the Canadian Copyright Act, no part of this publication may reproduced, 

distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, or stored, without written 

permission of the HLSC and authors. 

 

Editor’s Notes 
 
This 2015 Annual Edition of the Font & Flame is being produced jointly by the HLSC and the 

Night Light Club and will be distributed to the membership of both clubs.  This issue of the Font 

& Flame consists primarily of reproductions of old advertisements mostly for miniature oil, or 

night, lamps but includes a few additional items which should 

be of interest to members of both clubs.  Annotations have been added to a number of the items in 

order to establish historical context, make hopefully relevant observations and to tie the 

advertised lamps to the reference materials used commonly by antique lighting collectors. 

 

When referring to the various reference books or materials, the following notation will be used: 

H1 refers to Marjorie Hulsebus’ first book “Miniature Victorian Lamps” published by Schiffer 

Books in 1996. 

H2 refers to Marjorie Hulsebus’ second book “Miniature Lamps of the Victorian Era” published 

by Schiffer Books in 2004. 

S1 refers to Frank & Ruth Smith’s book “Miniature Lamps” published by Thomas Nelson & Sons 

in 1968. 

S2 refers to Ruth Smith’s book “Miniature Lamps II”, second edition published by Schiffer 

Books in 2000. 

Any of the above 2 character notations followed by a number refers to a specific figure number in 

the referenced book. 

T3 refers to Catherine Thuro’s book “Oil Lamps 3” published by Collector Books & Thorncliffe 

House, 2001. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, the material reproduced in this issue has been provided to the Font & 

Flame by Bob Culver, founder and President of the Night Light Club.  We have done our best to 

make all of the advertisements readable.  However, the text on some of them is quite hard to 

decipher.  Where appropriate we have highlighted in our annotations important points from the 

text, especially if we felt it might not be easily readable.  Despite the shortcomings in some of the 

material from which we worked, we felt that the overall value of the advertisements overcame 

any deficiencies in readability. 

 

 

On the cover 

 
From the March 22, 1877 issue of the Crockery & Glass Journal, a small (approximately 

1/6th page) advertisement for “Little Harry’s Odorless Safety Night Lamp”.  There were a 

few notable earlier relatively small lamps such as the Atterbury Log Cabin, (S1-50) and 

Shoe, (S1-51), both Circa 1868 and a variety of French’s patent lamps, (e.g. S2-90 and 

91), Circa 1870.  This Little Harry’s lamp, however, may be the first of many very small 

kerosene lamps produced and heavily promoted as night lamps.  This is the first ad found 

for the Little Harry’s lamp. 
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New York City Manhattan Locations of Some of the Lamp 

Manufacturers whose advertisements are shown in this issue of the Font 

& Flame 
 

 

Little Pet
German Novelty

L. H. Olmsted

C. S. Raymond

R. E. Dietz

E. Rorke

Bridgeport
Brass

Grand Val

Sam’l Clark Bristol Brass

Manhattan Brass

Plume & Atwood

N. Wapler

F. H. LovellWm. Noe
  

 

In looking at the old advertisements he had collected, Bob Culver noticed that they all 

seemed to have addresses located in lower Manhattan, New York City.  He mapped their 

locations and determined that at least 16 of the companies represented in the ads had 

offices located within about a 1 square mile area.  Now, it’s likely that these 

manufacturer’s locations were simply business offices and sales or show rooms.  We 

know that at least some, if not all, of these companies had manufacturing facilities 

outside of Manhattan.  For example, Plume & Atwood’s factory was located in 

Waterbury, Ct.  Bridgeport Brass’ in Bridgeport, Ct. and Bristol Brass & Clock’s in 

Bristol, Ct.  The closeness of all of these companies offices in Manhattan, explains, 

perhaps, how new products could be so quickly copied or responded to competitively and 

how rivalries and alliances could easily be formed.
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This full page ad for the Little Harry’s Odorless Safety Night Lamp (S1-15) was 

published on April 12, 1877, just 3 weeks after the ad pictured on the cover.  Note that 

while the content of the two ads are virtually identical, this adds that the lamps are 

patented. 
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April 12, 1877:  This page shows two ads for night lamps clearly attempting to compete 

with the Little Harry and one ad for a full-size lamp.  In order to make them readable, 

some of these ads are reproduced in a larger size on the next pages 
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The Little Pet (S2-69) was one of many lamps similar to the Little Harry’s which 

came on the market almost immediately after the Little Harry.  Like the Little Harry, it was a 

clear glass lamp with its name embossed on the side of the font.  But unlike the Little Harry it 

came with globes in multiple colors, “especially BLUE”.  Although no advertisements have been 

found which mention a blue version of the Little Harry, it has been found, although rarely, in 

cobalt and sometimes even with a cobalt globe.  Perhaps this was a competitive response by 

Olmsted. 
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“The Little Wonder” (previous page), S2-52, was another Little Harry’s look-alike 

and competitor.  All of these little lamps proclaimed that they were very economical to use, 

burned all night (or longer) on a single filling and were smokeless and odorless.   They would 

then go on to attempt to show some advantage they had over the other similar lamps.  The Little 

Pet claimed that it had no hole in the wick tube (used to raise or lower the wick with a pin) and so 

did not leak oil (which other lamps did; it could also be had with a colored shade.  The Little 

Wonder promoted its ease of filling via a door that slid open at the base of the burner through 

which the font could be filled.  The Little Wonder came from C. S. Raymond. 

  

 Raymond didn’t just make night lamps.  In the same 

advertisement as the Little Wonder, he also advertised a full sized lamp called “The Astral 

Eradiator”.  Unfortunately, even enlarged, the text in this ad is not totally readable.  Key points 

are that the lamp had a patented glass shade holder so cast no shadows and needed no chimney, 

thus providing more brilliant light and avoiding broken chimneys.  The ad also contains a stern 

warning against anyone infringing on the patented shade holder This referred to an 1868 patent 

by Chinnock (U. S. Patent 77,254).  The patent was reissued on December 26, 1876. 
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May 3, 1877: Plume & Atwood,  perhaps better known for their metal lamp parts than for their 

lamps, advertised their own competitive night lamp, the Little Banner (S2-49). They promoted the 

fact that their lamp had a “Ratchet for regulating the size of the flame”.  The “ratchet” is what we 

generally call a thumb wheel today.  A potentially earlier version of this lamp, without the name 

embossed on the side is shown in H2-9; could this have been a prototype of the Little Banner 

shown here?  
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May 10, 1877: Olmsted responded to his numerous competitors with a new advertisement.  Most 

of the content was the same as in his previous ads.  However, he added the dates of his two 

patents to the ad and, much like Raymond with the patented illuminator threatened to sue any and 

every one who infringed on his patents.  His patents, however, were very specific and only 

covered the method by which the shades were held in place above the bottom of the burner to 

allow for proper ventilation of the flame.  His competitors were not cowed by his threats. 
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May 17, 1877:  In fact, just one week later, F. H. Lovell, who appears to have worked hand-in-

hand with the Bristol Brass & Clock Company, on page 13 and page 23 (shown on the next page) 

of the Crockery and Glass Journal advertised what was probably the first version (there are 

several others) of the Fire-Fly Night Lamp (S2-55).  Once again, this was a simple clear glass 

font with its trademarked name embossed on its side, with a small simple burner and an opaque 

chimney/shade.  Lovell, however, advertised that the lamp could be had with “opal” (white), blue, 

green and even “ruby” (red) globes in a variety of patterns.  If found with a globe today, they 

always have an “opal” one.  Lovell inserted a “Special Notice” in both ads which is worth reading 

and which claims that the lamp does not infringe on any one’s patents and promises to protect 

anyone who is sued for buying, selling or using this lamp.  As well as advertising the Fire-Fly 

night lamp, the ad on page 13 (above) also shows a patented Drummond burner and chimney, a 

patented Drummond chimney by itself and a full sized Drummond Radiator lamp.  The glass 

shade holder and the shade looks surprisingly like the Chinnock arrangement that Raymond 

threatened to sue over.  And Lovell, in smal print near the bottom of the ad, threatens to sue 
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anyone who infringes upon their trademarks or product names.  If not, in fact, actually litigious, 

these lamp manufacturers certainly seemed to use threats and counter-threats of litigation as a 

marketing tool/strategy! 
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May 24, 1877:  Again in the Crockery and Glass Journal, Samuel Clark joins the fray advertising 

his Little Gem Kerosene Oil Night Lamp (this Little Gem is not pictured in our reference books).  

Like the others pictured earlier and many others not pictured here, this lamp has a clear glass font 

with its trade name embossed on it, a string-wick burner and a white globe (or chimney/shade).  

Clark seems to resent that someone referred to his lamp as being “abortive”, claims he infringes 

on nobody’s patent and promise to protect anyone who buys or sell his lamp.  Since these various 

lamps use different (i.e. different from what Olmsted patented) arrangements to support their 

globes, and since Olmsted’s patents were so narrowly drawn, it is unlikely that these other lamps 

did, in fact, infringe on the Olmsted patents. 
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May 31, 1877:  The Evening Star (S1-12, far right) was another entry in the Little Harry look-

alike Sweepstakes.  There’s no mention of possible litigation in this ad.  In a period of two weeks, 

from start to end, mention of litigation largely disappeared. Was an accord reached or did the 

participants in this feud simply abandon the strategy?   
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June 7, 1877:  Lovell (and Bristol Brass) showed several new versions of their Fire-Fly Night 

Lamp.  The original lamp (S2-55) is shown on the bottom left.  A lamp with a different shape and 

some decorative embossing (S1-7) is shown on the lower right.  In the center is a chandelier with 

what appear to be five lamps (a version of this with three lamps is shown in S1-8).  And in the 

upper part of the ad are two wall mounted bracket lamps (S2-53 on the left and H1-84 on the 

right.  It seems that the manufacturers were seeing some need for variety in the market. 
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June 14, 1877: This ad had, unlike the other Fire-Fly ads, Bristol Brass and Clock’s name above 

Lovell’s name.  And this ad took on a lyrical tone attempting to create an appealing vision for the 

lamp with its drawing of a real fire-fly and a poem conjuring up a romantic image.  This seems a 

little odd being that the ad is in a trade (wholesale) publication and not a consumer publication. 



 17 

 
June 14, 1877:  Also from the Crockery & Glass Journal is this ad from the Empire State Flint 

Glass Works and Nicolas Wapler for two lamps which are not shown in any of our reference 

books and are rarely, if ever, seen.  The designs are clearly a departure from the previous lamps.  

The bottom lamp combining a larger hand lamp with a night lamp is a particularly intriguing 

offering but was probably not very successful in the market. 
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June 28, 1877:  Crockery & Glass Journal, this is the first advertisement found for a miniature 

stand lamp.  It is pictured in H2-54.  It is the only miniature stand lamp of which we are aware 

that has a cast metal pedestal. 

 

 

 

 



 19 

 
 

October 4, 1877:  An ad from L. H. Olmsted shows two new Little Harry’s night lamps.  In the 

center of the ad is a wall mounted bracket lamp (S1-14); the clear glass shade shown on this lamp 

in the book is quite different from the shade shown here; both are believed to be authentic and 

original.  The little saucer lamp with its brass reflector is shown in H1-42.  It is found in clear 

glass, in teal colored glass and in cobalt blue glass. 

 

October 4, 1877:  This is a small 

ad for the Union lamp (which 

might be S2-40 or H2-13; the 

lamps shown do not appear to 

exactly match the lamps in the 

ad).  Prescott highlighted the 

patented sliding door burner 

(April 24, 1877 patent issued to 

George Chappel) and warned 

against infringement.  This is 

basically the same feature 

shown on the Little Wonder (see 

page 6) advertised 12 days 

before the Chappel patent was 

issued; however, Charles 

Chinnock held a similar patent 

issued in September of 1876. 

Given the Chinnock patent, it’s 

not clear how the Chappel 

patent issued. 
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October 4, 1877:  Nicolas Wapler (this time without mentioning the Empire State Flint Glass 

Works) offers two Matchless Night Lamps.  The small stand lamp is shown in H1-60.  The 

smaller lamp is not listed.  Wapler also advertises a wide variety of other glassware and even silk 

flowers and crosses.  Note at the bottom left of the page an ad for a German Study Lamp 
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(Kleeman’s patent) and at the bottom right, an ad for burners and “trimmings” from the 

Bridgeport Brass Company 

 
 

October 11, 1877: Another ad for the Fire-Fly from Lovell.  This ad shows three new models of 

the Fire-Fly.  On the bottom left is a lamp identical to the one on the bottom right but with a 

finger handle (both shown in S1-7).  At the top left is the lamp shown in S2-54,  But most 

interesting is the lamp shown at the bottom center and called the Fire-Fly Stand Lamp.  While 

Lovell made a stand lamp embossed with its name (see S1-9), the lamp shown here is identical to 

a lamp made by Storm Brothers (see the second ad on page 23).  The Storm Brothers lamp did 

have a Lovell Fire-Fly burner, further suggesting a degree of collaboration between the two 

companies. 
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October 11, 1877:  An ad from C.S. Raymond picturing seven different night lamps.  The ad says 

the lamps are not “a Miniature Lamp, but a useful House and Night Lamp Combined” and 

indicates that they are covered by an 1877 patent (could this be the April 24, 1877 Chappel 

patent?).  The two Improved Favorites lamps at the top of the ad are not shown in our books; 

however a Little Favorite (not improved) with a finger handle is shown in S1-16 on the left. The 

Improved Wonder, center left, is not in the books. The stand lamp in the center is shown in S2-43. 

The Improved Wonder with the finger handles is shown S2-51. The Little Wonder at the bottom 

left seems to be S2-52. The Little Wonder at the bottom left does not appear to be in the books. 
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October 25, 1877: The Crockery And Glass Journal.  The Twilight Night Lamp is shown in S2-

45.  An almost identical lamp embossed “Little Twilight” is shown in S1-19.  The Little Joker is 

shown in S2-41.  The double Spencer Student Lamp is shown on page 159 of T3 and discussed in 

more detail on page 149.  The Hurricane Lantern is shown in H1-94 and in T3 on pages 214-215. 

 

 
 

November 11, 1877: Two Stand Lamps (S1-11).  Mistakenly thought to have been Sandwich 

Glass lamps, the manufacturer of these two lamps is clearly identified.  The Sandwich Glass 

Museum had no knowledge of any lamps like this from Sandwich. 
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January 3, 

1878. 

Crockery 

and Glass 

Journal  

H1-82 

 

 

January 31, 1878:  Crockery 

and Glass Journal.  Not found 

in our references, although 

there are some similar lamps 

shown.  The burner appears to 

be a European “Spar Brenner” 

with a flat wick (based on the 

vent slots shown in the 

drawing).  Less than a year 

after the first ad found for the 

Little Harry’s Night Lamp 

and the flood of imitative 

night lamps, we are beginning 

to see the transition to 

somewhat larger, flat wick 

night lamps. 
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January 31, 1878:  The Empire Finger Lamp is shown in S2-70.  The same lamp without the 

handle is not pictured in the books.  Notice the unusual shape of the chimneys on these lamps. 

The ad claims that this design keeps the base of the chimney cool so that it could be removed 

when the flame was lit.  Both lamps have sliding door fillers that conform to the Chinnock patents 

mentioned earlier.  Apparently these patents were licensed to several different companies.  

Perhaps, however, this filling mechanism didn’t work as well as expected; the design apparently 

did not survive past the few early lamps that used it. 
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September 5, 1878: Crockery and Glass Journal.  The Parlor Night Lamp and two more offerings 

from Hinrichs.  None of these lamps are in the reference books.  The two outer lamps are larger 

flat-wick lamps.  The center one is smaller lamp with a Fire-Fly burner.  Hinrichs most likely 

purchased these burners from Lovell.  Both the shade and the base on this lamp have floral 

decorations, something not seen on the earlier night lamps. 
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November 21, 1878:  This offering by Lovell is for a flat-wick finger lamp using a Nutmeg-style 

burner.  The burner conforms in design to the 1877 patent for the Nutmeg burners but appears to 

be a Gem burner (as shown  in an 1889 wholesaler’s catalogue reproduced in Volume 3 of 

David Broughton's "Historical Lighting Reprints".  The Wide Awake lamp is shown in S2-

68.  Lovell appears, at this point, to have moved toward larger flat wick night lamps. 
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May 1, 1879:  Bristol Brass & Clock, this time without Lovell, advertises an all brass lamp with 

the same Gem burner as Lovell’s Wide Awake lamp.  This lamp is shown in S1-31. 
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 September 25, 1879.  The Baby Lantern is shown in S2-8 on the far left and in S2-10.  Dietz may 

have been the most flamboyant and egotistical of all the lamp makers.  It’s entertaining to read 

the full text of this ad.  It may not say very much about the lantern, but it does say a lot about 

Dietz. 
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Another flamboyant ad for the Baby lantern by Dietz.  A racket is defined as a somewhat raucous 

party with beer and cigars.  Note the fire-fly in the middle sketch above the baby and next to the 

lantern.  Anthony Hobson (Lanterns that Lit Our World, Golden Hill Press, 2004) reports that the 

Baby lantern used a Fire-Fly burner (although the burner does not look like the classic Lovell 

Fire-Fly burner).  Nonetheless this suggests cooperation between Dietz and Lovell. 
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Photograph of a young lad holding a BABY Lantern.  Courtesy of David Broughton 
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May 6, 1880:  This Bristol Brass “Union” hand lamp is shown in S2-103.  The twist lock method 

of attaching the glass font to the brass saucer is patented.  Although the patent was issued to R. E. 

Dietz on October 28, 1873 it is here being used by Bristol Brass apparently under license.  It’s not 

clear if Dietz ever utilized this patent in his own products. 
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November 25, 1880: Bridgeport Brass advertises the brass “Good Night” lamp (S2-130) as well 

as a brass hand lamp (bottom right, S2-126) as well as a number of burners and other 

“trimmings”. 
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January 6, 1881:  The Crockery & Glass Journal.  This ad was placed by the Grand-Val Time 

Indicating Lamp Co. for its “Perfect Time Indicating Lamp” (S2-309).  What is believed to be the 

original and first version of the time indicating lamp is taller than the model soon hereafter to be 

advertised by the Bristol Brass and Clock Company (see the next page) and has an eagle 

embossed on the reverse side of the font.  The bottom of the lamp is embossed Pat’d. 1880.  

However, despite extensive searching the U. S. Patent Office database for 1880, we have been 

unable to find any applicable or related patent.  It appears that Grand-Val, whose General 

Manager was L. E. Grand-Val, only produced this lamp for about 4 months.   

 

As shown on the next page, Bristol Brass and Clock advertised a somewhat shorter version of the 

lamp on April 21, 1881.  The lamp pictured in the ad has the words “TIME & LIGHT” at the base 

and underneath that “PRIDE OF AMERICA”.  More commonly found versions of this lamp have 

the words “TIME AND LIGHT PRIDE OF AMERICA” embossed on one line around the base 

and the words “GRAND VAL S PERFECT TIME INDICATING LAMP” on a second line below 

that.  That lamp is shown in S1-23.   
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August 11, 1881:  Crockery & Glass Journal.  In addition to advertising some burners, some 

shade rings, a cigar lighter lamp and a side lamp, Plume & Atwood pictured three night lamps at 

the top of the page.  On the left is what they call the “Patent Cottage Lamp” (S2-124), the “Little 

Duchess Lamp” (S1-32) and the “Patent Nutmeg Lamp” (S1-29).  We could not find any patents 

relevant to either the Cottage or the Nutmeg lamps.  However, there is a patent on the means by 

which the glass font on the Little Duchess is attached to the brass saucer—a spring around the 

inner edge of the saucer which grabs the bottom of the font and holds it in place.  That patent was 

issued to Leon Atwood on September 30, 1879. 
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 Undated, Ca. 1905:  Two almost identical 

ads for “The Little Beauty Night Lamp” 

from Silver and Company. The ad to the 

left is from the American Monthly Review 

of Reviews.and the ad below is from Good 

Housekeeping.  The Little Beauty is shown 

in S1-77.  According to Ann Gilbert 

McDonald (“Evolution of the Night 

Lamp”), the Little Beauty appeared in 

about 1889.  While this lamp has what was 

at the time a unique design (there were 

some later imitators) it boasted the same 

virtues as all the other night lamps (burns a 

long time on one filling, odourless, 

economical, etc.).  However, it also 

appears to have introduced new sales and 

distribution channels.  All of the previous 

lamps were advertised and offered 

wholesale.  Again, according to McDonald, 

initially it was offered as a premium with a 

magazine subscription.  In these ads it is 

offered as being available to the consumer 

directly from the manufacturer by mail. 

(Both ads courtesy of Barry Schwartz). 
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July 26, 1886:  As seen in the first ads shown, the earliest kerosene night lamps were very small 

and simple affairs, each appearing much like the others on the market.  There were a few 

miniature stand lamps and some wall mounted bracket lamps that had some design flair, but by 

and large these earliest night lamps emphasized function  over form.  Within a few years, we 

began to see somewhat larger finger lamps using flat wicks rather than string wicks.  These 

probably emitted somewhat more light than the string wick lamps and were designed to be easily 

carried around the house.  But, again, the emphasis was on function rather than form.  In the mid 

to late 1880s and on into the 1890s, while function remained important, design began to 

predominate.  This early ad from the Bellaire Goblet Company shows the “No. 600 Pressed Night 

Lamp” (S1-482) which collectors today call the “Stars and Bars”.  As was to become rather 

common, this lamp was simply one item in a line of glassware produced in a common pattern by 

a single company.  Note that the lamp has the same pattern as the “Celery Car” (in and of itself 

what appears to be a somewhat unusual and whimsical piece of tableware) and the covered butter 

dish. 
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June 24, 1890: Crockery and Glass Journal.  The “Fairy Night Lamp” from Richards & Hartley 

Glass Co. appears to be a fairy lamp.  Fairy Lamps were candle burning night lamps which 

generally had open-topped domed shades which completely covered the candle and the flame.  

They made their appearance in the market around 1880.  This flat wick kerosene burning night 

lamp mimicked the design of the fairy lamps and is one of only two such night lamps known 

today (the other one is shown in S1-150).  This lamp is pictured both with its shade in place and 

with its shade removed in S2-237.  

 

 

On the following page is the first page of an undated 3 page “Circular No. 10” or catalogue from 

William R. Noe, a prolific manufacturer, importer and agent for a very large line of lighting 

products including a great many night lamps.  Noe’s line of night lamps ranged from the 

inexpensive and primarily functional lamps such as the Little Butter Cup (S1-36) shown on the 

bottom left of the page and the Noxall (S1-22) shown on the bottom right.  Below the two full 

sized student lamps at the top of the page are four well-known decorative night lamps.  On the 

left is the Little Beauty (S1-439).  Next to it is the Vienna (S1-391).  Next to the Vienna is the 

Paris (S1-536) a fairly elaborate art glass lamp with a colored glass optic molded shade and font 

and crystal applied feet and petals which cradle the font.  The fourth lamp in that row is a rather 

whimsical lamp which McDonald says Noe called the “Dresden” (H1-262); the lamp has a cherub 

lying on its back and cradling the font.  Next to the Little Butter Cup lamp on the bottom left of 

the page is what is clearly Bristol Brass & Clock’s “Time Indicating Lamp” (S1-23).  It appears 

that Noe acted as an agent for Bristol with regard to this lamp.  Unfortunately, the quality of the 

original of the original of this circular is rather poor, rendering much of the text unreadable even 
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on the original.  There were, however, so many important night lamps shown on this page that we 

felt if was worth reproducing anyway. (Courtesy of Barry Schwartz) 
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To the left:  Undated:  This is the back of a business 

letter envelope used by William Noe for ordinary 

business correspondence.  The entire back of the 

envelope was used as an advertising medium for 

Noe’s Little Beauty Night Lamp (S1-439).  The 

original was printed in red ink.  Key points in the ad 

are the lamp is in fact imported (from Germany we 

believe), that is came in four colors as listed and that 

it was priced at $4 (we presume that’s per dozen) 

but that Noe was willing to sell it for less. (Courtesy 

of Barry Schwartz). 

 

Below:  Undated.  Courtesy of David Broughton.  

This particular old advertisement is significant 

because it provides the name and manufacturer for a 

lamp shown in the reference books but which until 

now had no name or attribution.  The lamp in 

question is shown in S1-130.  Some have previously 

attributed that lamp to Pairpoint.  In fact,  it could 

have been made by Pairpoint and Hackenberg might 

simply have been a sales agent since the ad indicates 

that he played 3 roles in the industry: Manufacturer, 

Importer and Jobber.  He called the lamp “The 

Mikado Night Lamp”.  Notice that the lamp has a 

white milk glass simulated candle chimney. 
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October 21, 1891:  China, Glass and Lamps.  Greenburg Glass called this the “No. 206 Night 

Lamp” Because of the shape of the font, collectors today call this the “Pear” lamp.  It is shown in 

S1-147.  In crystal glass with the saucer attached to the font; although quite a sturdy little lamp, it 

is quite attractive.  For the most part, the night lamps being advertised beginning in the late 1880s 

and into the 1890s and 1900 are being promoted for their design and attractiveness.  Unlike for 

the earliest night lamps, little, if any, mention of these lamps performance or functional 

advantages is made. 

 



 43 

 

 

 
October 28, 1891: China, Glass and Lamps.  This ad shows a full sized Young America lamp, a 

Baby Cleveland night lamp (proclaimed by the manufacturer to be “the handsomest we have yet 

produced” (S1-218), and the Sylvia Banquet Lamp (S1-326).  The Baby Cleveland was also 

produced as a campaign lamp both for Grover Cleveland and Benjamin Harrison in the 1892 

Presidential election.  Those lamps in pink for the Republican (Harrison) and blue for the 

Democrat (Cleveland) had the candidates last name and the year 1892 painted on them (S2-252).  

Both the Baby Cleveland and the Sylvia Banquet Lamp used a clear glass “illuminator” rather 

than a tripod, or spider, to support the shade.  This was similar to the arrangement shown on the 

full sized lamp pictured on page 8 which C. S. Raymond cites as being patented by Charles 

Chinnock.  It appears, however, that the arrangement on these lamps conforms to U. S. patent 

182,973 issued to  Carl Votti on October 3, 1876.  We presume the headline “WE ARE IN IT” 

proclaims that Dithridge is now actively competing in the kerosene lighting market. 
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November 11, 1891: China, Glass and Lamps.  This is more of an ad promoting the company in 

general than specific products.  But it does mention the company’s Baby McKee night lamps (S1-

393 and S1-299) both named after Robert McKee, grandson of President Benjamin Harrison who 

resided in the White House along with this mother, father and sister.  Baby McKee was a popular 

figure.  While the ad does mention the usual functional virtues of these lamps, it also states that 

they have “attractive shapes” and “pretty decorations”.  Unlike almost all of the other companies 

making night lamps in the Victorian era, Gillinder is still in operation today (in Port Jervis, NY) 

and is still family owned and operated. 
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February 24, 1892: China, Glass and Lamps:  In addition to promoting their Crown Jewel lamp 

chimneys (“Only unflared Chimney with ornamental top ever produced”), the ad introduces 

Dithridge’s  egg-shaped Mother Goose Night Lamp (S1-186) as an Easter Novelty.  It came in 

three tints and three decorations. 
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August 10, 1892: China , Glass and Lamps.  The ad pictures a flat hand lamp in crystal glass, the 

“Will-O’-Wisp” Night lamp (H2-89) with a Bisque Finish in 3 tints and 3 decorations and a full 

size Bisque Finish lamp offered in 3 decorations. 

 

 

 
February 23, 1893: China, Glass and Lamps.  The text reads: “This clock is a good time-keeper: not 

liable to get out of order: invaluable in the sick room, useful in the nursery, and indispensable in 

every family. Farmers, mechanics and business men, where duty calls them up before daylight, will 

find it a great convenience to be able to ascertain the hour at a glance without rising.  As a night lamp 
in the nursery or the sick room, where a soft light is needed, which is pleasant to the eye and yet 

sufficient to make objects distinct, this illuminated clock furnishes the light and gives the correct time. 
In the sick room it is the watchful nurse, and by its medicine indicator, which can be set to point to 

any hour tells the exact time when the next dose is to be taken.  The globe revolves every twelve hours, 

passing the index hand or pointer.  Inside is placed a lamp which contains oil enough to give a light 
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for twenty-four hours at a cost of about one cent or half penny.  No unpleasant odor arises from the 
lamp, the globe being so constructed that the combustion is perfect. Alcohol or wax tapers may be 

used in place of oil if so desired.. Each clock is securely packed in a wooden box. List $27 per dozen:  
discount on application to G. W. Woodward, sole agent for the United States and British provinces. 

118 John Street, New York.  In order to show the merits of the clock, a sample will be send (Express 

paid to any town or city in the United States or British provinces (where Express Companies deliver) 
on receipt of $2.25: this agreement applying to the first sample only.”  What the ad doesn’t say is that 

the clock ticks quite noticeably giving credence to the claim for the Grand-Val’s Time Indicating 

Lamp (page 34) that it has the advantage of  “silently recording each fleeting hour, yet avoiding the 
monotonous ticking of a clock—so annoying to the invalid.”  Illuminated Clock shown in H2-114. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 5, 1894: 

China, Glass and 

Lamps.  The No. 2 

Night Lamp consisting 

of what collectors call a 

“melon” base with a 

“pansy ball” shade. (S1-

389).  Consolidated 

called the pattern on the 

base “bulging loops”.  

The same base also 

came with a matching 

melon ribbed umbrella 

shade (S1-390). Being 

as this lamp appeared in 

a wholesale catalogue in 

September, could the ad 

have been referring to 

the upcoming holiday 

season as being “the 

season for night lamps”?  

If so, this would provide 

about a three month 

window for retailers to 

order lamps and have 

them in time for 

Christmas sales. 
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July 4, 1894: China, Glass and Lamps.  This advertisement promotes the company rather than any 

specific product.  The word Lamp was part of Consolidated’s name and they made a very large 

variety of lamps, including an extensive line of night lamps 
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July 4, 1894: China, Glass and Lamps.  Six of Consolidated’s many night lamps are shown here.  

In the upper left is the “Ermine” night lamp (S1-217) also called “Brady’s Night Lamp” by 

collectors.  The top center lamp is the same as shown on page 47.  The top right is the “Basket” 

night lamp (S1-374).  On the bottom left is what Consolidated called the “No. 800” night lamp 

and which collectors call the “Cone” after its pine cone like pattern (S1-394).  Next to that is the 

famous and highly sought after “Santa Claus” night lamp (S1-VII), and finally at the lower left is 

the very rare “Columbus” night lamp (S1-491). 
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February 20, 1895: China, Glass and 

Lamps.  The “Sylvan” by Consolidated 

(S1-296).  The selling points are that its 

“artistic” and has “hand painted 

decorations”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 28, 1895: China, 

Glass and Lamps.  William 

Noe presents a remarkably 

simple and functional little 

lamp intended to be very 

inexpensive—retailing for just 

5 cents.  In a way, this 1895 

lamp is a throw-back to the 

early night lamps of the late 

1870s.  Note that Noe 

proclaims that the lamp is 

“Not a Toy, but a Good, 

Useful Lamp.”  Shown in S1-

5, on the right. 
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Undated: Photo courtesy of David Broughton.  This photo shows a little girl with her doll  sitting 

at a table perhaps set for a tea party.  On the table is what appears to be a Sheraton Night Lamp 

(by U. S. glass. S1-167).  The photo seems to reinforce the notion that these diminutive lamps 

were meant to be toys.  But the overwhelming evidence is that they were made and marketed as 

night lamps (virtually all the old advertisements label them as such).  One ad, shown on page 23 

calls their lamps “Toy Stand Lamps” but then goes on to describe them as night lamps.  We 

suspect that they used the word toy with respect to the lamps the way small dogs are called, for 

example, toy poodles.  Note that Noe in the ad on the previous page says specifically that his 

lamp is “not a toy”.  Were some of these lamps actually used as toys?  Probably, but we don’t 

think they were intended to be toys.  More generally, its hard to imagine responsible parents, even 

in the Victorian era, giving their children explosive and flammable objects to use as toys. 
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November 7, 1895: China, Glass and Lamps.  Gillender advertises their “Defender” night lamp.  

The company advertised this lamp multiple times for at least a year.  The lamp is shown in S1-

240. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 18, 1896; China, Glass and Lamps.  An advertisement for three items in the same pattern: 

a salt cellar, a night lamp and a pepper shaker.  The lamp (S1-55) is called the Cuban night lamp. 
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March 18, 1896: China, Glass and Lamps.  Consolidated Lamp & Glass announces the opening of 

their new factory in Coroapolis, Pa. (near Pittsburgh).  An article about the company in the June 

10, 1896 edition of China, Glass and Lamps indicates that the company now had the capacity to 

produce 9,000 lamps per day, 48,600 lamps per week, 194,600 lamps per month, 2,335,200 lamps 

per year!  It appears that Consolidated had become a true behemoth. 
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July 22, 1896: China, Glass and 

Lamps.  The Juno night lamp, is 

pictured in S1-214 is called the 

Maltese Cross by collectors for 

obvious reasons.  Identical lamps 

with different décor are shown in 

S1-210 and S1-211, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 30, 1896: China, Glass and Lamps.  The Primrose night lamp from Gillinder (S2-256). 
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1896: Retail ad for a Pairpoint manufactured night lamp known as the “Delft” (S1-267). Courtesy 

of Barry Schwartz.  Apparently available in store or by mail. 
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August 11, 1897: China, Glass and Lamps.  Yet another Gillinder offering.  The Queen (S1-234 

and S1-236). 

 

 
 

June 24, 1898: China, Glass and Lamps.  The Eagle Night Lamp (S1-275) at the bottom of the 

page with its American Eagle holding sheaves of arrows was clearly intended to capitalize on the 

Patriotic fervor sweeping the U.S. during the Spanish-American War. 
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July 20, 1898: China, Glass and Lamps.  Three night lamps from Fostoria Glass.  On the left, S2-

250.  In the center, S1-184.  On the right, H2-19 (note: the lamp pictured in the book has a brass 

band and finger handle; it should not.  The lamp is complete and correct as shown in this ad.)  

The advertisement also contains a geographic error.  Moundsville is in West Virginia, not 

Virginia. 



 58 

 

 
 

August 17, 1898: China, Glass and Lamps.  Gillinder’s Uncle Sam’s Night Lamp.  Advertised 

just five days after the official end of the Spanish American War, this lamp had a patriotic name, 

but design and decorations have nothing patriotic about them. 

 

 

 

July 6, 1899: China, Glass and 

Lamps.  A very small and low 

key ad from the Eagle Glass 

& Manufacturing Company.  

The lamps pictured are not to 

scale relative to each other.  

On the left, a night lamp as 

shown in S1-200.  On the 

right, a full-sized lamp. 
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May 2, 1901: China, Glass and Lamps.  The Dakota Night Lamp (H1-71) is shown next to it’s 

full-sized counterpart.  The Dakota night lamp is thus a true “miniature” lamp as defined by 

Catherine Thuro, in Oil Lamps: The Kerosene Era in North America, published by Wallace 

Homestead Book, Co., 1976.  Thuro says “The true miniature is an exact replica of a full-sized 

model…” 
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Undated: From a Plume & Atwood company publication. Courtesy of David Broughton. 
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Undated: From a Plume & Atwood company publication. Courtesy of David Broughton 

The Improved Banner night lamp is shown in S1-20.  The Little Banner is shown in S2-49 (see 

also page 9. 
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Undated: From a Plume & Atwood company publication. Courtesy of David Broughton 

The Nutmeg night lamp can be seen in S1-29.  See also page 36. 
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Undated: A Plume & Atwood advertisement.  Courtesy David Broughton.  Upper left, the 

Duchess night lamp, S1-32.  Upper right, the Dorcas night lamp, S2-154.  Lower left, the 

Nutmeg, S1-29. Lower right, the Cottage night lamp, S2-124.  See also page 36. 
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1896-1897: First of 3 pages from a wholesaler’s (Dodd Werner) catalogue.  Courtesy of David 

Broughton.  Upper left, Victoria Hanging Night Lamp (S1-248).  Upper right, Diana night lamp 

(S1-250), Center, Time Lamp, S2-310 (see also page 34). Lower left, Nara night lamp (S1-244). 

Lower right, Elsie night lamp (S1-245). 
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1896-1897: Second of three pages from a wholesaler’s (Dodd Werner) catalogue.  Courtesy of 

David Broughton.  Upper left, Erminie night lamp (S1-246).  Upper left, Katy Did night lamp 

(S1-56). Center, Brownie night lamp (S1-54).  Lower left, Puritan night lamp (S2-174).  Lower 

right, Virginia night lamp (H2-22). 
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1896-1897: Third of three pages from a wholesaler’s (Dodd Werner) catalogue. Courtesy of 

David Broughton.  Upper left and right.  Two Glow Night Lamps, S1-625 and S1-628,  See next 

page for associated text.  Center: Climax reflector night lamp (S2-134).  Lower left, Nutmeg night 

lamp (S1-29; see pages 36 and 61). Lower right, Juno night lamp (S1-214; see page 54). 
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Enlargement of text on Glow Night Lamps from previous page. 

 

1940:  A page from a Janney, Semple, 

Hill & Co. wholesale catalog.  The 

Kerosene era in North America is 

generally believed to have been from 

about 1858 (the approximate date of 

the first production of “coal oil”, or 

kerosene up until widespread 

electrification just after the end of 

World War I.  The period roughly 

coincides with the long reign of Queen 

Victoria and what has been called the 

Victorian Era.  However, as can be 

seen from this catalogue page, oil 

lamps were actively being sold in 

1940.  Some rural areas had not yet 

been electrified, and kerosene lighting 

was a useful back-up in case of 

electric outages which must have been 

fairly common at the time (and to 

some extent and in some areas, still 

are). 
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Founded in 1981 
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Founded in 1990 

 
This, the 16th  & 17th Volumes of the Font & Flame is being published jointly by the HLSC and the 

Night Light Club which celebrated its 25th year of existence and the publication of 100 issues of Night 

Light, the club newsletter in 2015.  This will be the last edition of the Font & Flame for which I was 

the editor.  I wish to thank the Executive of the HLSC for their support of my efforts to produce the 

Font & Flame for the HLSC since 2010.  I also wish to express my sincere thanks to David Broughton 

whose contributions to the Font & Flame have been invaluable and without which many issues could 

not have been produced at all.  I also wish to thank Gwen Chvalevich for her untiring support and 

assistance. I sincerely hope the membership has enjoyed the issues of the Font & Flame produced 

under my editorship as much as I have enjoyed producing them..   

 

N ight L ight 

The Miniature Lamp 
Collectors Club 


